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MARKUP  OF  H.  CON.  RES.  154 


THURSDAY,  MAY  9,  1996 

House  of  Representatives, 
Committee  on  International  Relations, 

Subcommittee  on  Asia  and  the  Pacific, 

Washington,  DC. 

The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  notice,  at  1:40  p.m.,  in  room 
2172,  Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Washin^on,  DC,  Hon.  Doug 
Bereuter  (chairman  of  the  subcommittee),  presiding. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  subcommittee  will  come  to  order.  There  are 
two  items  on  the  subcommittee's  agenda  this  morning.  The  first 
one  is  to  mark  up  H.  Con.  Res.  154,  a  concurrent  resolution  to  con- 
gratulate the  people  of  Taiwan  and  President  Lee  Teng-hui  on  the 
occasion  of  Taiwan's  first  democratic  Presidential  election.  And  the 
second  item  is  a  two-panel  hearing  on  Afghanistan. 

First,  then,  we  will  move  to  H.  Con.  Res.  154.  The  clerk  will  re- 
port the  resolution. 

The  Clerk.  H.  Con.  Res.  154,  to  congratulate  the  Republic  of 
China  on  Taiwan  on  the  occasion  of  its  first  democratic  election. 
Whereas,  the  Chinese  people  have  the  world's  oldest  continuous 
civilization,  whereas  for  the  first  time  in  over  4,000  years  of  Chi- 
nese history 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Without  objection,  further  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  dispensed  with,  printed  in  the  record,  and  open  for 
amendment. 

[The  resolution  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

H.  Con.  Res.  154  was  introduced  on  March  26,  1996 — 3  days 
after  Taiwan's  historic  election — by  the  distinguished  member  from 
North  Carolina  and  member  of  the  International  Relations  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Funderburk,  and  referred  to  this  subcommittee.  The 
Chair  commends  Mr.  Funderburk  for  his  leadership  on  this  resolu- 
tion. The  resolution  has  strong  bipartisan  support,  a  fact  that  is 
likely  to  be  reflected  in  this  afternoon's  vote.  Before  we  begin  the 
formal  process  of  considering  the  resolution,  I  would  like  to  indicate 
to  my  colleagues — I  think  they  are  well  aware  of  this,  but  also  to 
the  audience — that  the  House  is  marking  up  a  major  housing  re- 
form bill.  I  happen  to  be  vice-chairman  of  that  subcommittee. 
Somewhere  in  the  process  I  am  going  to  be  pulled  away,  but  the 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  Royce,  will  take  over  when  that  is  the  case. 

I  would  like  to  make  a  few  comments  to  begin  with  on  the  resolu- 
tion. I  will  then  recognize  the  ranking  member  and  other  members 
of  the  subcommittee  for  comments  they  might  wish  to  make. 

The  resolution  today  is  a  very  simple  but  honorable  objective  to 
commend  and  congratulate  the  popularly-elected  President  of  Tai- 

(1) 


wan,  Lee  Teng-hui,  as  well  as  the  courageous  people  of  Taiwan  for 
the  overwhelming  success  of  their  March  23,  1996,  Presidential 
election.  This  is  a  topic  over  which  I  believe  there  is  no  disagree- 
ment or  dispute  of  the  subcommittee,  so  I  will  be  very  brief 

First,  on  a  personal  level,  I  would  like  to  congratulate  President 
Lee  for  his  outstanding  electoral  victory.  Garnering  54  percent  of 
the  vote  in  a  four-way  contest  is  truly  a  remarkable  feat.  I  also 
commend  the  other  three  contenders  for  the  Presidency  for  their 
contribution  to  Taiwan's  democratic  process  and  look  for  them  to 
lead  a  reasonable  and  effective  loyal  opposition  in  the  months  and 
years  ahead. 

Second,  I  believe  the  people  of  Taiwan  have  earned  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  citizens  of  democracies  throughout  the  world  and 
deserve  our  greatest  praise.  They  have  embraced  democratic  re- 
forms over  the  last  10  years  with  the  same  enthusiasm  and  good 
sense  that  has  driven  Taiwan's  economy  to  its  current  heights.  In 
addition,  the  people  of  Taiwan  conducted  themselves  with  great 
courage  and  resolve  throughout  the  crisis  created  by  Beijing's 
heavy-handed  effort  to  bully  them  through  provocative  five-fire  ex- 
ercises and  missile  tests. 

Finally,  let  me  make  an  editorial  comment  about  the  message 
that  Taiwan's  successful  transition  to  democracy  holds,  I  believe, 
for  all  of  Asia.  Nothing  belies  the  notion  that  democratic  principles 
are  alien  to  traditional  Asian  values  better  than  what  has  tran- 
spired in  Taiwan  during  the  last  10  years.  Taiwan  joins  Korea, 
Thailand,  Mongolia  and  the  Philippines — all  in  various  stages  of 
commendable  democratic  development — as  an  important  success 
story  in  Asian  democracy  and  human  rights. 

Moreover,  the  success  of  Taiwan's  democratic  development  dem- 
onstrates clearly  that  democracy  and  economic  development  are 
compatible  and  mutually  reinforcing. 

I  will  now  turn  to  the  ranking  member  of  the  subcommittee,  the 
gentleman  from  California,  Mr.  Herman,  for  any  comments  that  he 
might  like  to  make. 

Mr.  Berman.  Well,  thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  con- 
gratulate you  for  scheduling  this  markup  and  our  subsequent  hear- 
ing. Also,  I  commend  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  for  initi- 
ating this  resolution.  I  think  this  was  a  great  and  historic  occasion 
in  Taiwan,  a  victory  for  representative  democracy.  And  so,  I  want 
to  congratulate  the  people  of  Taiwan  and  their  victorious  President 
in  their  first  direct  Presidential  election.  I  think  this  is  an  appro- 
priate thing. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  there  is  anyone  from  the  Administration 
representing  Administration  policy  who  wants  to  speak  on  this.  If 
not,  then  I  yield  back  the  balance  of  my  time. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you.  We  will  proceed  in  normal  order  ac- 
cording to  seniority  after  I  recognize  the  author  of  the  resolution, 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Funderburk. 

Mr.  Funderburk.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  It  is  a  real  pleas- 
ure for  me  to  introduce  this  resolution  to  congratulate  President 
Lee,  the  Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan,  and  the  people  for  their  first 
democratic  election.  And  I  want  to  say  that  we  have,  as  of  this 
point,  over  224  signers  of  this  resolution,  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans. We  have  made  every  effort  to  talk  to  the  staffs  of  both  par- 


ties  to  try  to  work  out  a  document  which  would  be  acceptable.  And 
so  I  appreciate  your  support  for  this. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Funderburk. 

Does  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  have  a  comment? 

Mr.  Gejdenson.  Yes.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  think  that  the 
election  in  Taiwan  is  instructive  in  many  ways.  First  of  all,  obvi- 
ously, to  the  people  of  Taiwan  and  their  political  leadership,  the 
courage  to  withstand  the  kind  of  threats  from  the  Mainland  that 
thev  did  really,  I  think,  sent  a  strong  message  to  the  whole  world 
and  all  those  in  Asia  that  might  at  some  point  be  fearful  of  being 
intimidated  by  the  Mainland. 

The  Mainland  is  obviously  so  threatened  by  allowing  citizens  to 
participate  in  the  decisionmaking  process  of  their  country  that  they 
saw  this  step  in  Taiwan  as  a  real  threat  to  the  octogenarian  totali- 
tarian grip  of  their  society.  I  hope  that  this  will  strengthen  our  re- 
lations with  Taiwan.  They  have  a  system  that  is  increasingly  open, 
that  is  truly  politically  competitive,  and  there  is  a  free  and  open 
press  that  they  will  find  as  troubling  as  we  find  ours,  but  it  is 
clearly  the  best  system.  And,  to  have  done  that  at  a  time  where 
there  was  clearly  a  military  attempt  to  intimidate  them  away  from 
the  elections,  they  deserve  great  praise.  I  think  it  is  an  important 
lesson  to  all  of  us  and  all  those  in  Asia  who  are  fearful  of  the  Main- 
land's actions. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  his  comments.  I  turn 
now  to  the  vice-chairman  of  the  subcommittee,  Mr.  Royce. 

Mr.  Royce.  Well,  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  just  want  to  con- 

fratulate  the  people  of  Taiwan  on  now  the  completion  of  a  full 
emocratic  process.  They  have  had  their  first  Presidential  election 
in  the  face  of  the  threats  to  take  this  final  step  to  embrace  full  de- 
mocracy. I  think  Taiwan  has  set  an  example  for  emerging  democ- 
racies around  the  world.  It  will  be  long  remembered,  and  so  it  is 
only  fitting  at  this  time  that  the  U.S.  Congress  pass  this  resolution 
in  recognition  of  this  great  step  for  full  democracy  by  the  Taiwan- 
ese people. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Royce. 

I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  Ackerman,  the 
former  chairman  of  the  subcommittee. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  thank 
you  for  bringing  this  timely  resolution  before  us,  and  I  thank  Mr. 
Funderburk  for  his  sponsorship.  But  I  would  just  like  to  add  my 
hardy  congratulations  to  the  people  of  Taiwan  and  to  President  Lee 
Teng-hui.  I  have  a  len^hy  statement.  In  the  interest  of  time,  I 
would  like  to  be  able  to  mcfude  that  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Without  objection,  the  subcommittee  appreciates 
that. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Ackerman  appears  in  the  appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.  Ackerman.  And,  if  it  is  OK  with  the  chief  sponsor  of  the  res- 
olution, I  would  like  to  be  added  as  an  original  co-sponsor  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  I  see  a  nod  of  assent  there. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  his  comments  and  his 
courtesy.  The  gentleman  from  California,  Mr.  Kim,  is  recognized. 


Mr.  Kim.  I  would  like  to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  advise  and 
extend. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Without  objection. 

Mr.  Kim.  Again,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  bringing  this  im- 
portant resolution  before  the  subcommittee  today.  I  believe  it  is  ap- 
propriate for  this  Congress  to  express  its  congratulations  to  the 
people  of  Taiwan  for  their  courage  and  dedication  to  the  principle 
of  democracy.  I  think  by  passing  this  resolution,  Congress  can  send 
a  strong  message  to  people  all  over  the  world  that  democracy  is 
truly  a  recipe  for  success.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Kim. 

The  gentleman  from  California  wishes  to  be  recognized.  The 
fourth  distinguished  gentleman  from  California,  Mr.  Rohrabacher, 
is  recognized. 

Mr.  Rohrabacher.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  It  is 
fitting  that  today  we  congratulate  tne  people  of  the  Republic  of 
China  on  Taiwan  for  this  great  progress — not  just  economic 
progress  but  now  for  the  great  progress  in  terms  of  democracy.  I 
do  see  this  as  a  major  turning  point  in  the  Pacific.  And  I  think  we 
will  look  back  upon  this  and  say  that  this  was,  indeed,  an  historic 
event. 

It  certainly  did  not  slip  past  the  attention  of  the  despots  who  still 
control  the  Mainland  of  China.  They  were  doing  everything  they 
could  to  intimidate  the  people  of  the  Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan, 
including  shooting  missiles  in  the  Strait  of  Taiwan  and  conducting 
military  exercises.  And  while  it  is  fitting  that  we  congratulate  the 
people  of  the  Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan,  it  is  easy  to  do  and  it 
is  an  easy  thing  for  us  to  pass  this  resolution. 

I  think  that  we  had  better  start  thinking  about  the  hard  task 
ahead  or  we  will  not  face  such  a  nice  and  peaceful  future  as  we 
could  if  we  would  make  decisions  that  need  to  be  made.  What  I  am 
talking  about  is  dealing  with  what  is  going  on  on  the  Mainland  of 
China — the  continued  dictatorship,  the  continuing  militarization  of 
that  society  and  the  continuing  policies  on  the  Mainland  which,  un- 
less we  come  to  grips  with  that  in  the  U.S.  Congress  and  do  more 
than  just  pass  resolutions,  we  will  pay  a  dear  price  for  that  in  the 
future. 

We  have  a  chance  in  these  next  few  years,  or  at  least  even  in 
the  next  few  months,  to  do  something  to  send  a  message.  And  it 
should  not  be  just  congratulations  to  the  people  who  had  the  free 
elections  in  Taiwan.  We  should  also  send  a  message  to  the  people 
on  the  Mainland  that  we  are  on  the  side  of  people  who  believe  in 
democracy.  We  are  not  on  the  side  of  tyrants  who  oppress  their 
people  and  try  to  intimidate  their  neighbors.  And  while  this  resolu- 
tion and  as  I  say,  it  is  a  fitting  resolution  that  we  congratulate  the 
good  guys,  I  think  it  is  time  we  make  sure  that  the  bad  guys  know 
where  we  stand  as  well.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Rohrabacher. 

The  Chair  would  note,  as  we  proceed  to  consider  any  amend- 
ments that  might  be  offered,  that  it  is  his  understanding  that  there 
may  well  be  an  amendment  that  is  offered  by  members — two  other 
members  of  the  full  committee  in  concert  and  conjunction  with  the 
author  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  Funderburk.  There  may  be  some  ele- 
ments of  Taiwanese  American  politics  and  congressional  politics  to 


be  played  out  at  the  full  committee,  yet.  I  would  hope  that  we  could 
move  rapidly  through  the  remainder  of  the  markup. 

So,  the  bill  is  open  for  amendments  at  any  point.  Are  there 
amendments  to  the  resolution? 

[No  response.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  If  there  are  no  amendments,  the  Chair  will  enter- 
tain a  motion  from  the  gentleman  from  California,  Mr.  Royce. 

Mr.  Royce.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  would  move  that  House 
Concurrent  Resolution  154  to  congratulate  the  Republic  of  China 
on  Taiwan  on  the  occasion  of  its  first  Presidential  democratic  elec- 
tion be  reported  to  the  full  committee  with  a  favorable  rec- 
ommendation. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Royce.  You  have  heard  the  mo- 
tion to  report  H.  Con.  Res.  154  with  the  recommendation  that  the 
resolution  be  favorably  reported  to  the  committee.  The  question 
then  is  on  the  motion.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  will  say,  "aye". 

[Chorus  of  ayes.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  As  many  as  opposed  will  say,  "no". 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  resolution  is  agreed  to. 
Without  objection  the  staff  director  will  be  authorized  to  make 
technical,  grammatical  and  confirming  changes  in  the  text  just 
agreed  to. 

Thank  you,  members  of  the  subcommittee. 

Mr.  ACKERMAN.  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  Ackerman. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  Might  I  just  call  the  Chair's  attention  to  a  typo- 
graphical error  in  H.  Con.  Res.  154  before  it  is  engrossed  and  sent. 
It  says  that  the  people  in  Taiwan  "will"  elect  its  president  on 
March  23,  a  date  that  has  since  passed. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  And  I  think  that  if  it  is  in  order  to  make  a  unan- 
imous consent  request,  the  staff  be  given  license  to  correct  all  typo- 
graphical errors. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Does  the  gentleman  make  that  unanimous  con- 
sent request? 

Mr.  Ackerman.  I  do,  sir. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Is  there  objection? 

[No  response.] 

Mr.  Bereuter.  There  is  no  objection.  The  staff  will  be  so  di- 
rected. Thank  you  for  your  keen  eye. 

[Whereupon,  at  1:50  p.m.,  the  subcommittee  markup  was  com- 
pleted.] 
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Scarborough,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Hilleary,  Mr.  Joves,  Mr.  Cox  of 
California,  Mr.  FOLEY,  Mr.  GUTKNTxrHT,  Mrs.  Chenoweth,  Mr. 
UvDERwooD,  Mr.  Salmon,  Ms.  Pelosi,  Mr.  Bono,  Mr.  Bltiton  of  In- 
diana, Mr.  Solomon,  Ms.  Bron^'n  of  Florida,  Mr.  Hastings  of  Washing- 
ton. Mr.  Baker  of  California,  Mr.  POMBO,  Mr.  CoOLFi'  of  Oregon,  Mr. 
Ehrlich,  Mr.  Coble,  Mrs.  Cubin,  Mr.  Istook,  Mr.  BRE^^•STER,  Mr. 
Bo'ER,  and  Mr.  RohrabaCHER)  submitted  the  follo\^ing  concurrent  res- 
olution; which  was  referred  to  the  Comraittee  on  International  Relations 


CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION 

To  congratulate  the  Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan  on  the 
occasion  of  its  first  Presidential  democratic  election. 

Whereas  the  Chinese  people  have  the  world's  oldest  continu- 
ous civilization; 

WTiereas  for  the  first  time  in  over  4,000  years  of  Chinese  his- 
tory', the  Chinese  people  on  Taiwan  will  elect  its  president 
by  popular  vote  on  March  23,  1996;  and 

WTiereas  this  historic  event  on  Taiwan  should  be  honored: 
Now,  therefore,  be  it 


8 
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1  Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  (the  Senate 

2  concurring),  That — 

3  (1)   the  Congjess   congratulates  the  people   of 

4  Taiwan  on  holding  the  first  democratic  presidential 

5  election  in  Chinese  histon'; 

6  (2)  the  United  States  continues  its  commitment 

7  to  move  nations  toward  freedom  and  democracy';  and 

8  (3)  the  United  States  is  committed  to  encourag- 

9  ing  and  protecting  its  democratic  friends  on  Tahvan, 
10           within  the  framework  of  the  Taiwan  Relations  Act. 
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Statement  of  Gary  L.  Ackerman 
On  the  Markup  of  H. Con. Res.  154 

Hay  9,  1996 

Thank  you  Mr.  Chairman  for  expediting  this  markup.   I  think 
all  the  Members  of  this  Committee,  as  well  as  the  good  people  of 
the  Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan,  will  agree  that  this  is  a  very 
important  resolution,  and  should  be  treated  as  such.   The 
Taiwanese  people  have  just  culminated  a  ten-year  effort  at 
democratization  by  popularly  electing  President  Lee  Teng-Hui  on 
March  23  of  this  year.   This  has  been  a  very  historic  period  of 
time  for  the  people  of  Taiwan,  to  say  the  least. 

As  representatives  of  the  oldest  and  greatest  democracy  in 
the  world,  we  have  an  obligation,  to  not  only  extend  our 
congratulations  to  the  people  and  government  of  Taiwan  for  their 
awesome  milestone,  but  to  continue  in  assisting  their  ongoing 
democratic  efforts.   The  relationship  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  the  people  of  Taiwan  has  been  maturing  steadily 
into  one  of  complete  mutual  admiration.   The  Taiwanese  people 
have  accomplished  so  much  in  so  short  a  space  of  time  that  it  is 
hard  not  to  marvel  at  what  they  have  done,  especially  in  light  of 
the  fact  that  they  have  recently  had  much  opposition,  from  just 
across  the  Taiwan  Strait,  to  their  efforts. 

Taiwan's  economy  is  in  the  top  15  economies  of  the  world, 
and  they  are  the  United  States'  sixth- largest  trading  partner- - 
all  this  from  a  small  island  whose  total  population  is  21  million 
people.   Taiwan  is  also  working  toward  the  promotion  of  itself  as 
a  regional  center  for  trade  and  exports  in  South  East  Asia. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  they  are  well  on  their  way  toward 
achieving  that  goal . 

In  short,  I  would  like  to  extend  my  heartfelt 
congratulations  to  the  people  and  government  of  Taiwan  on  their 
recent  successes,  and  look  forward  to  continuing  to  work  with 
them  and  President  Lee  on  future  achievements . 
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